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Korean Book Service Jan 2004, 2004. Buch. Book Condition: Neu. 233x156x45 mm. Neuware - Japanese
colonialism robbed Korea of its opportunity to modernize by its own volition. Imperial Japan also propagated
a false image of Korea to the outside world from the moment it went to the war against Russia in 1904.
Claiming that Korea was a source of calamity in East Asia, the Japanese insisted that their occupation of Korea
was inevitable and justifiable. While the Japanese buried Korea's achievements of self-modernization prior to
the Russo-Japanese War, they sustained the false idea of Korean incapacity by negatively representing Korean
history and racial characteristics. Japan forced annexation of Korea brought about not only distress to the
lives of Koreans but also serious distortions of Korean history. Since the Liberation of 1945, Korean historians
have spent much time restoring the true history of Korea while criticizing Japanese colonialist historiography.
However, recovering losses already incurred during the forty years of Japanese forced occupation proved to be
extremely diHicult. Subsequent unstable political situations such as ideological conflict, national division, war,
poverty, and dictatorship made consistent academic activity nearly unsustainable. Stable academic activity in
Korea did not settle into place until the late 1960s, when Korean studies began to grow and expand. Many
articles in this volume, written in the 1970s and later, would not have been possible without that initial boom.
Korean historians, however, are still not free from the concept that their first task is to overcome Japanese
colonialist history. Japan damaged and distorted Korea's history to such a serious extent that it was virtually
impossible for scholars to construct a true image of Korea. Moreover, Western scholars made this task even
more diHicult as they followed in the footsteps of Japanese colonialist historians. Considering all these
obstacles, achievements in the field...
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