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indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .increasing the quantity of fat.--Modem Medicine. Biliary Calculi, By
ALEXANDER HUGH FERGUSON, M. D., Professor or Surgery, Chicago Fost-Gradnate Midical School and Hospital;
Fellow of the Chicago Academy of Medicine, etc. The obscurity of its causes, the of tentimes atypical symptoms
and signs, the manifold pathological changes, the frequent difficulty of its diagnosis, the as yet unsatisfactory
medical treatment, and the unsettled state of the operative procedures recommended for its relief, very forcibly
remind us that what, of biliary calculi, we sometimes seem to know, we know not. In one way or another,
however, a great deal of knowledge has been gained regarding their formation, course, and consequences, and
to-day the vast majority of persons afflicted with them can be permanently relieved. The observations that they
are rarely found in infants and children: are more frequent in women, especially in mothers, than in men, so
that child-bearing and tight lacing are reckoned as predisposing causes; that they frequently trouble those who
are of sedentary habits, who are fleshy, or who are irregular or imprudent in their diet, etc., are found in every
text-book on the subject. The exact etiological relationship of middle age, female sex, habits, customs,
occupations, rich diet, little exercise, and catarrhal affections of the gall-bladder and ducts, to gallstone
formations, is more or less problematical, for persons presenting these different factors are frequently exempt
from them. It is easy to explain how they increase in size by the accretion of additional solid matter...
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